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Tidbits from Lori’s Desk…

Just as we were getting
settled with the new VFD
process, up bubbles another
FDA buzz word “FSMA”
(fizz-ma) or Food Safety
Moderation Act. The intent of the regulation is to ensure that we as
the feed manufacturer are doing EVERYTHING within our ability to
ensure that any hazard that may pose a risk to the feed we
manufacture is minimized to the greatest degree possible. Kenny and
I spent last week in St. Louis in Training; three days and 480 pages
later, we think we have an idea of what we need to do to move toward
the first piece of compliance, which will be no later than September
2017. I had to twist Kenny’s arm to attend this training and
afterwards, he admitted I was right (😊 ); he said if he hadn’t heard
it for himself, he would never have believed it! For the most part the
changes will be transparent to our customers. There are a few items,
like returning used bags and filling totes off the farm that we will no
longer be able to do as we are now; we will start communicating more
on those subjects as we put plans in place. Mostly you will notice
notebooks and clip boards appearing as we begin developing our
Food Safety Plan and the associated documents and processes to
support that plan. All joking aside, we are very thankful that our State
Ag department has been proactive and set up these training sessions;
they are doing a good job of answering our questions as we move
toward this new world.

Worms & Flies
Once we get back to shore
from all this rain, it will be
time to start thinking
about worming our cows
and preparing for the flies
that come with the warm
weather ahead. Twillman
Feed has several options
for both. Stop in and see
the guys, they can assist
you with your program.

If you plan on deworming cattle,
spring is the right
time. Parasite burdens in
pastures peak during the spring,
drop over the summer, and rise
again in the fall. Internal
parasites cause subclinical
effects that are then followed by
clinical signs. Subclinical effects
show up as productions
losses. The animals don’t look
sick but they experience
reduced gain, decreased milk
production, lowered conception
rates, etc. Clinical effects can be
seen and include rough coats,
anemia, and edema. Subclinical
effects have major economic
impacts, so it’s important to
deworm cattle before you see
the physical signs.

Sometimes Greener isn’t
always better….
If your pond or lake
needs a little attention,
Twillman Feed has
products to help!

